Hypertension as a paraneoplastic syndrome in hepatocellular carcinoma.
We report a 66-year-old man with hepatocellular carcinoma who was positive for hepatitis B surface antigen, and was hospitalized because of hypoglycemia and hypertension. His plasma renin activity was normal (2.3 ng/ml per h), but concentrations of angiotensin I (>2500 pg/ml) and II (86 pg/ml) were high. Increased angiotensin I level at sites proximal and distal from the confluence of the hepatic vein and the inferior vena cava indicated that the hypertension was provoked by overproduction of angiotensin I from the hepatocellular carcinoma. Previous reports of patients with hepatocellular carcinoma with hypertension due to abnormality of renin-angiotensin system are reviewed.